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Will the Radon Mitigation Industry Grow: 
Examples from Several Parallel 

Environmental or Health and Safety Issues 

ÅAsbestos in Buildings and Construction  

ÅContaminated Sites and Site Cleanup 

ÅLead Based Paint (LBP) in Buildings 
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Why Does an Environmental or 

Health and Safety Industry Grow? 

ÅHealth Risk in a known group of workers 

ÅHealth Risk to the general population  

ÅRisk to the environment 

ÅRegulatory pressure (Labour or Environment) 

ÅFinancial Risk to employers, owners, insurers, 
banks 

ÅLegal Risk to employers or owners 

ÅPublic Awareness/Pressure on governments, 
school boards, employers 

ÅPublic Hysteria (unfounded concern) 
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How did These Factors Impact Asbestos 

in Buildings and Construction -   

ÁHazards of asbestos (Canada and the US) 

ÁSerious often fatal illnesses related to inhalation 

ÁLong latent period (between exposure and disease) 

ÁOriginally recognized as an occupational hazard in 

the mining and manufacture of asbestos products 

ÁLater recognized as a hazard during installation, 

renovation and maintenance of buildings 

ÁConcern over the possible health impact on school 

children (mainly) or other building occupants (largely 

unfounded but a concern to some occupants)    
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How did These Factors Impact Asbestos 

in Buildings and Construction (contôd) 

ÁRegulatory Action ï United States 

ÁUS Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) published initial regulations in 1970s 

ÁDid not address Asbestos in Buildings so US  

Environmental Protection Agency engaged in the 

late 70s and 80s related to schools and buildings. 

ÁProduced guidance documents in the early 70s and 

stringent regulations (heavily influenced by an 

emerging abatement industry) in 1986 
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How did These Factors Impact Asbestos 

in Buildings and Construction (contôd) 

ÁLegal and Financial Concerns ï United States 

ÁUS class action laws and legal contingency 

payments led to thousands of court cases over 

injured workers and the bankruptcy of many firms 

ÁSuits lodged over asbestos in buildings resulted in 

huge class action settlements and insurance claims.  

Some of this money went to abate asbestos  

ÁFinancial impact on US business and US and UK 

insurers was significant 

ÁPurchasers and lenders also became wary of any 

investment in buildings which contained asbestos 
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Result of These Driving Forces in the US   

ÁEstimated growth of revenue for asbestos abatement 
(excluding reconstruction, etc.) 
Á1980 - Virtually no abatement industry 

Á1986 - Abatement value $600 million 

Á1987 ï Abatement value $1.6 billion 

ÁPost 1987 ï Abatement volume increases but much more tied to 
the general renovation and demolition economy. 

ÁCompanies involved were initially small insulators and 
renovators adding on a product line. Later consolidation 
and involvement of major construction firms. 

ÁConsulting and laboratory services were also very strong 
influencers of regulation and public concerns.   

Á Initial entrants to the industry made very large profits 
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How Did These Factors Affect Canada? 

Á Initial concerns came from the US (very late 70s) 

ÁParental pressure on school boards (80s) and some 

provincial legislatures 

ÁFirst Occupational asbestos regulation 1980 

ÁOntario Royal Commission 1980-1983 led to asbestos in 

building regulations or guidelines in all provinces.  These 

regulations  became more stringent over time 

Á Insulation and interior renovation firms dominated industry. 

Consulting and laboratory impact was less significant than 

in the US 

ÁConstruction unions and larger contractors were very late 

on board and did not have much impact except in BC where 

they have pushed the WCB policies and enforcement 
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Result of These Driving Forces in Canada   

ÁEstimated growth of revenue for asbestos abatement 
(excluding reconstruction, etc.) 
Á1980 - Virtually no abatement industry 

Á1986 - Abatement value $67.5 million 

Á1987 ï Abatement value $90 million 

ÁPost 1987 ï Abatement volume greatly increases as more 
provinces pass or enforce regulations and guidelines. Also 
strongly tied to the general renovation and demolition economy. 

ÁThe Canadian approach to asbestos abatement has been 
much more measured and tied to building alteration than 
much of the work in the US.   

ÁMuch of the work now is addressing harder (non-friable) 
asbestos which poses far less risk to workers but which 
has been caught up in the general and regulatory 
concern and regulations dealing with soft or fluffy (friable) 
asbestos 
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Where Did These Forces Impact the 

Building Sector in Canada? 

1. Schools (initially Ontario, then all other provinces) 

2. Other public sector buildings (initially, although now they 
often lag the private sector) 

3. Buildings with strong union environments 

4. Large building portfolio owners (Class A buildings, 
malls) 

5. Building renovation and demolition (now the largest 
driver of abatement by far) 

Where has there been very little impact? 

1. Private residences (except BC). There are different (and 
often unaware) contractors and workers, little union 
pressure, no deep pockets to pay for abatement and 
(except for BC) there is no significant government 
enforcement. Our experience is that homeowners often 
will not pay for health and safety in their own home.   
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Summary of Driving Forces - Asbestos 

ÁUS 

ÁHealth Risk (workers) 

ÁRegulatory pressure 

ÁLegal Risk 

ÁFinancial Risk 

ÁPublic Awareness 

ÁSome Public Hysteria 

ÁStrong Lobbying by 

the service industry 

 

ÁCanada 

ÁHealth Risk (workers) 

ÁRegulatory pressure 

 

ÁFinancial Risk (lower) 

ÁPublic Awareness 

ÁInitial Public Hysteria 

 


